Rural hospital nursing as an elective.
A rural hospital elective in a diploma nursing program is described. A need and opportunity for this unique practicum was identified in a Canadian province where one-third of the acute care beds are in hospitals of under 100 beds, located primarily in towns outside of metropolitan areas. The six week course offers students 35 hours of classroom content focusing on rural health care concepts plus a 150 hour practicum in one of three participating hospitals. The course is seen as unique in that it focuses on rural health care and is offered within the context of a diploma nursing program. Five student outcomes are identified: awareness of the differences between rural and urban health care; integration of knowledge and experience from previous nursing courses as it relates to the rural context; increasing understanding of how rural population groups affect health care delivery; awareness of rural employment opportunities; and, preparation for the graduate role. A shared vision and collaborative effort on the part of the School of Nursing, the rural hospitals and the host communities has been necessary to establish and maintain such a course.